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NATIONAL WWII GLIDER PILOT ASSOCIATION 

OFFICIAL COMMUNIQUE 

 

 WWII U.S. GLIDER PILOT’S BRIEFING 

PICCADILLY IS OUT! 

Col. John R. Alison, accompanied by General Wingate, reviewed the harrowing 

photographs of LZ PICCADILLY with his staff just half an hour before takeoff. 

Despite the impending mission, Alison opposed a reconnaissance of the area, 

fearing it could alert the Japanese. In response, he questioned, "Who ordered the 

photo reconnaissance of PICCADILLY?" Col. Cochran candidly admitted, "I had a 

hunch." Wingate, with a subtle smile, lowered his head, contemplating an immediate 

alternative plan. “I, therefore, decided to start with BROADWAY alone.”  
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The publication of this special edition marks 

the 80th anniversary of Operation Thursday-

the aerial invasion of Burma.  

Operation Thursday holds a special place in 

my heart. My involvement with this 

wonderful organization was sparked back in 

2020 when I reached out to the Leon B 

Spencer Research Team seeking information 

on my great-uncle, Leroy Shimulunas, one 

of the glider pilots who was killed in action 

during a patrol to Indaw, Burma after he  

landed his glider in the jungle off-course 

from Broadway. Because of the dedication 

of that group of researchers, as well as the 

legacy forged by the veterans who started 

this organization, I was able to learn about 

my relative.  

More important than the context I was able 

to share with my family, however, has been 

the awe-inspiring realization that Leroy’s 

tale is just one of many. The glider pilots of 

Operation Thursday were not certain of 

success—all they were certain of was their 

mission. On the night of March 5th, 1944 

they embarked on a one-way mission over 

an 8,000ft mountain range to land behind 

enemy lines where hostile contact was likely.   

The men who made it to Broadway had to be 

innovative as they worked to quickly clear   

 
the landing zone of broken and disabled 

gliders, knowing that at any moment the 

Japanese could attack them from the treeline. 

The pilots went on to provide a critical 

casualty-evacuation capability to Wingate’s 

men, something that had been unheard of in 

the previous Burma operation of 1943. The 

resolve that must have sprung up within the 

British troops knowing that they would be 

able to receive fresh supplies, fresh 

reinforcements, and a ride home must have 

been refreshing compared to the jungle 

horrors previously experienced.  

As always, I invite you to reach out to us at 

the below email address so that we can share 

your insights with the rest of the membership 

in the following quarter’s issue.  

briefingeditor.nwwiigpc@gmail.com 

Best,  

Trevor Shimulunas  

 

Letter from the Editor 

F/O Leroy Shimulunas in 

a portrait taken in his 

home city of Two Rivers, 

WI after earning his 

wings. 

mailto:briefingeditor.nwwiigpc@gmail.com?subject=Letter%20to%20the%20Editor
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In 1937, the Empire of Japan became embattled 

with China in the Second Sino-Japanese War. 

Japan officially entered World War II in 1940 after 

they invaded French Indochina. The Japanese  

Empire had rapidly expanded its influence across 

Southeast Asia and the Pacific, sparking war in 

their wake. China, bitterly embroiled in the 

conflict with Japan, was supplied with war 

materiel by the Allies.  

While under British control, Burma hosted one of 

two ground lines of supply into China, known as 

the Burma Road. This supply route ran from 

Lashio, British Burma, to K’un-ming, China. 

Originally controlled by the British, Burma was 

invaded by Japan in 1942 under the pretense of 

liberation. The Japanese then closed the Burma 

Road, and with it severed the most critical supply 

line into China. As these supplies dried up, so too 

withered the Chinese will to fight. The war could 

be seen on a turning point in the theater if supply 

lines were not reopened.  

General Wingate in 1943 had attempted a ground 

invasion of Burma, Operation LONGCLOTH, 

during which roughly 1/3 of his force were 

casualties to the Japanese and the Jungle. 

Despite this, he had been satisfied that such long 

range penetration was doable. With this in mind, 

General Wingate was able to convince his 

superiors to allow him to embark on a 

subsequent invasion—this time with the support 

of the Americans. To provision General Wingate 

in his fight to reopen Burma, General  

 

 

LEADING TO OPERATION THURSDAY  

by Trevor Shimulunas (maj usmc) 

Arnold, Commanding General of US Army Air 

Forces committed significant resources  to 

accomplish the mission. Providing two of the 

most capable Colonels he had to offer, Phil 

Cochran and John Alison together began pulling 

assets from across the service to bring together 

the 5318th Provisional Air Unit, later known as 

the 1
st
 Air Commando Group. Comprising 

Bombers, Fighters, Maintainers, Transports, and 

Gliders, the 1
st
 Air Commandos were task-

organized as a self sufficient force capable of 

putting the British where they needed to be. 

No military supply depot was safe from the 

acquisitions efforts of Cochran and Alison. 

General Arnold, backed by the Army 

Commanding General, General Marshall, had 

given them essentially a blank check to pull the 

people and gear that they needed.  This was not 

always kindly received by other Theater 

commanders, but it was respected.  

General Wingate’s original inclination had been a 

INDEX 
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ground movement through the Burmese jungle, 

while being resupplied and evacuating casualties 

by air.  Colonels Cochran and Alison received 

specific instructions from General Arnold that 

they were to do all they could to support General 

Wingate. Colonel Alison recalled the following 

instructions from General Arnold.  

“‘I am giving you 200 L-5 and L-1 type aircraft.  I 

want you to go in there and take out General 

Wingate’s wounded…I not only want you to do 

that…but I want the USAAF to spearhead 

General Wingate’s operations.’” 

Once the Americans got involved in Burma, 

Colonel Cochran quickly injected himself into 

Wingate’s plans. The details of Operation 

Thursday came together. One of Wingate’s 

brigades would march into Burma while two 

brigades would be flown behind enemy lines.  

Utilizing gliders, the 1st Air Commandos would 

deliver British Chindits to secret landing zones 

where inserted engineers and equipment would  

allow construction of expeditionary airfields.  

From these airfields, heavier transport aircraft 

would fly in the rest of General Wingate’s forces. 

These men would go on to establish multiple 

strongpoints behind enemy lines, enveloping 

Japanese forces there. The Allies would conduct 

patrols, attacks, and would sever Japanese lines 

of communications wherever they could.  This 

would make the pressure too great on the 

Japanese and would ultimately allow the ground 

transport of war supplies for China to resume.  

Supplies flown over the Hump and supplies 

moved by ground were critical to the ongoing 

Chinese war effort. Had China fallen out of the 

war, Japan would be free to redistribute their 

forces to other fronts. General Wingate’s second 

invasion of Burma mirrored some of his 

objectives from the first—but this time the 

Chindits would not have to walk, and wounded 

could be effectively evacuated. 

  

Additional details on the formation of Operation 

THURSDAY are available throughout this Special 

Edition briefing.    

INDEX 
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5318 Provisional Air Unit personnel are transferred 

to the China Burma India Theater 
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PREPARATIONS FOR THE INVASION OF BURMA  

Lalaghat Air Field, India 

Glider pilots of the 1st Air Commando Force pose in front of a glider and below pose in front of camouflaged gliders at 

Lalaghat, India 
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Glider pilots of the 1st Air Commando Force arrive at the out door theater at Lalaghat, India, for the final briefing 

prior to the invasion of Burma.   
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At the 1st Air Commando Force out door briefing theater at Lalaghat, India, Colonel Philip Cochran 

briefs glider pilots on the landing procedure to be followed during the invasion of Burma.   

INDEX 
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Glider pilots cooperated in assembling the wings, tail structures and 

connections on gliders of the 1st Air Commando Forces.. 

This glider suffered very little damage during the 

night landing of the 1st Air Commando Force at 

Broadway Field, Burma. 
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CG-4A gliders of the 1st Air Commando Force  getting ready for action at Lalaghat, India 

Tow ropes which had been lined on racks bordering the field at Lalaghat, India, were placed 

in position in front of the 1st Air Commando gliders so that as each transport moved into 

position, the tow lines could be attached to the gliders and tow plane more easily. 
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Glider mock-up built of bamboo for practice seating of "Gurka" troops of the 1st Air Commando Force 

based at Hailakandi, Assam, India.  The CG-4A glider specification for seating was 15.  Two pilots and 

13 troops.  It was documented that the gliders were loaded with 16 to 18 Gurkas. And over weighted 

with unauthorized extra ammunition.  INDEX 
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Alison, Cochran and Wingate are looking at a photo 

of  the landing area of PICCIDILLY.  Below is what 

they see on the photo.  Take off for PICCADILLY 

and BROADWAY is scheduled in half an hour.  

Although Cochran okayed the reconnaissance of the 

LZ, it was Captain Charles “Rush” Russhon’s hunch 

which had convinced Col. Cochran to let him check 

out PICCADILLY, preventing countless crashes in 

the blocked landing zone.  
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Around 1800 hours on 5 March ground crews anxiously watch the take off of the heavily laden gliders 

on double tow headed over the 8,000 foot Imphal mountain range into enemy territory.   

First gliders of the 1st air Commando Force take off from Lalaghat, India for the flight to Broadway, Burma 
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The First Air Commando Force, commanded by Col. 

Philip J. Cochran, U.S. Army Air Forces.  The 

Commandoes transported the troops of Maj. Gen. 

Orde Charles Wingate’s British command to the field 

where the ground forces were able to begin 

operations against the enemy.  Troops commanded by 

Gen. Wingate were landed some 200 miles east of 

Imphal  The glider is on tow 8’000 ft. in the sky over 

the Chin Hills, which form a natural barrier between 

Japanese and Allied territory.   U.S. Air Force  

caption 

 

The first C-47, towing two gliders, lifted at 6:12 p.m. 

The transports and gliders climbed out in wide circles 

to gain enough altitude to cross the mountains, taking 

45 minutes to reach 8,500 feet. —-NWW2GPA 

website Burma 

Long tow in the photo is hidden behind the tail of the 

C-47.  The question mark on the tail is the icon of 

Project 9.   
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BURMA—An unruly glider which was released from the tow plane, landed in a nearby field with none injured.   

The gliders were overloaded with both men an ammunition.  The glider can hold 15 men including the pilot but these 

gliders were loaded with up to 18/19 men.  Unbeknownst to the glider pilots, many of the Chindits carried along extra 

ammunition packs and rations.  Those who had taken part in Wingate’s previous ground invasion of Burma did not 

intend to be caught out again on short supplies. Many of the gliders/ tow ropes broke either shortly after takeoff or at the 

high elevation over the hills.   

INDEX 
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Preparations for the Broadway invasion were 

meticulously completed well in advance, involving 

the assembly of equipment and the readiness of 

gliders for the efficient evacuation of wounded 

personnel. The equipment, totaling approximately 

two hundred pounds, was divided into three 

distinct components: a splint set, a box of 

plasma, and additional dressings. 

Specifically, two gliders were configured to 

accommodate six litters each. The design 

allowed for flexible deployment, enabling swift 

setup, folding, and convenient storage as 

needed. An additional glider was equipped with a 

single litter, foldable against the fuselage, serving 

as a receiving station in case setting up in the 

trees proved impractical. Simultaneously, a 

parallel set of three gliders was prepared for the 

Piccadilly invasion. However, as only Broadway 

was utilized, gliders configured for twenty-six litter 

cases departed from the main base. 

Captain Tulloch's glider touched down at 

Broadway at 2150, experiencing a bumpy yet 

uneventful landing. The commencement of actual 

medical work coincided with the arrival, triggered 

by an incident involving an occupant from one of 

the four preceding gliders. This individual had 

crashed his glider when the landing gear failed, 

resulting in a crushed finger. Treatment options 

were limited, primarily involving a dry dressing, 

as subsequent gliders had landed with varying 

degrees of success. Due to the insufficient 

availability of litters, a  

 

 

REPORT ON MEDICAL  ACTIVITIES AT BROADWAY  

researched and edited by Patricia Overman 

relocation to the site of these gliders became 

necessary. Injuries up to this point were generally 

minor, stemming from the challenges posed by 

the rough ground and landing gear losses. 

Around this juncture, two British medical officers 

arrived and established their operations on the 

east side of the area. An agreement was forged 

with them to manage all injuries occurring on 

their side of the field due to the escalating 

hazards posed by the frequent arrival of gliders, 

occurring at a rate of two every two and a half 

minutes. One glider crashed in the jungle while 

attempting a 360-degree turn to lose altitude, 

with a second glider experiencing a similar fate 

but at a deeper location. 

Captain Tulloch took charge, enlisting the 

assistance of British soldiers to transport the 

flight service chest and plasma to the nearest 

crash site. At this location, nine men out of the 

twenty occupants were found alive. The glider 

had landed on its nose, resulting in all the 

deceased individuals being jammed in the 

wreckage. 

The most severely injured individual suffered 

compound fractures of both femurs, alongside an 

undetermined chest injury, and was in severe 

shock. Despite administering plasma and 

morphine, he succumbed to his injuries in about 

half an hour. Another person with a broken hip 

and in shock received plasma, resulting in a 

successful recovery. Another individual  

INDEX 
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had a broken shoulder but was in good general 

condition and received morphine. At that 

moment, three individuals were simultaneously 

receiving plasma. The remaining injured 

individuals were generally in good condition, 

with minor fractures, lacerations, and 

contusions. All but the first case progressed 

well and were successfully evacuated by air the 

following day. 

Captain Tulloch then embarked on a mission 

with three British soldiers to locate the second 

glider in the jungle. After an hour of searching, 

it became apparent that finding it in the dark 

was impossible. Given the numerous crashes 

heard on the field, the decision was made to 

return and assist the British medical officers. 

Simultaneously, gliders were landing and 

experiencing difficulties, such as losing landing 

gear and ground looping across the field. The 

initial plan was for occupants to disembark and 

push the glider to the field's edge upon landing. 

However, due to the rough ground, many 

gliders lost their gear and became immovable, 

resulting in seven collisions between gliders.  

Four men were killed on the field and many 

injured.  These were attended by the British 

medical officers and their enlisted men.  The 

medical care of all was completed at 0530 

hours (5:30 am). 

Shortly after daybreak, the writer and the 

American Security Officer organized a search 

party to locate the second glider, knowing it 

was down in the jungle. After two hours of an 

ineffectual search, the party returned to the 

base. Meanwhile, two British officers had left  

the glider and made their way to the field. Both 

were dazed and provided meager directions 

regarding the glider's location, mentioning that 

some men were still alive. The party resumed 

the search, thoroughly combing the area, but 

dense foliage obscured the glider. After another 

two hours of searching, light planes were 

approaching, prompting a decision to return to 

camp and seek their assistance.  

The glider was eventually spotted by an L-5 

after organizing the party and following a 

definite compass course. The glider was found 

with three survivors and fifteen casualties, who 

were treated on the spot and transported back 

to camp on litters. Notably, neither of the 

gliders in the jungle had safety belts utilized by 

passengers, prompting the observation that 

"undoubtedly many more would have been 

saved had they been used." 

During the extraction of the last wounded 

individuals, some were evacuated by L-1s. As 

darkness fell, engineers prepared a strip for C-

47s to land. These planes brought in more 

troops and evacuated the remaining wounded. 

In total, approximately twenty litter cases and 

fifteen wounded who could sit were evacuated 

by air. All safely arrived back in Allied hands, 

marking a commendable achievement given 

that the activity took place over a hundred 

miles behind enemy lines. 

A summary of the events revealed the 

unfortunate loss of four Americans and twenty-

seven British and Gurkhas, with approximately 

forty individuals wounded in the same 

proportions.  

INDEX 
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Engaging in discussions about the medical 

situation with two British medical officers 

provided valuable insights from their unique 

perspective. Both officers spoke highly of 

Captain Tulloch, expressing that without his 

assistance, they were uncertain how they 

would have managed. It was noted that the 

only plasma to successfully reach the strip was 

from Captain Tulloch's equipment. A British 

doctor mentioned that he initially had some of 

his medical equipment, but his Brigadier, at the 

last moment, directed him to leave it behind in 

favor of ordnance equipment. 

Of these, fifteen were successfully evacuated, 

while the remainder sustained only minor injuries. 

Importantly, none of the deaths or injuries were 

attributed to enemy action. 

Many gliders found it necessary to detach from tow 

planes en route, including those carrying the other 

Flight Surgeon and numerous litters. To date, there 

has been no definitive information regarding their 

fate. [see Murphy] 

The S-3 officer reported that Capt. Tulloch's report 

was perceived as exceedingly modest by others 

who read it and were eyewitnesses. Four days 

after the actual occurrence, he visited Broadway 

and observed the aftermath of the events on the 

evening of March 5th. 

Broadway landing. 
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Colonel John R. Alison (left) poses with an unidentified British Officer (center) and Major William H. Taylor, Jr. (right) 

beside a glider of the 1st Air Commando Forces at Broadway, Burma. By this time all gliders have landed.   
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One of the gliders that crashed into the trees at Broadway. 

INDEX 
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One of the gliders that crashed into the trees at Broadway.  

Caption:  Freak Glider crash at Broadway Field, Burma, on 5-6 March 44.  Tractor, carried in glider, 

was shot out upon landing without injuring personnel.   

Evacuation of wounded by a Vultee L-5 Burma 



26 

Lt. Solomon “Sol” Schnitzer, glider pilot of the 1st Air Commando Force, 

looks at a glider which was wrecked during landing operations at Broadway, 

Burma.  For the size of the operation, the losses were amazingly small.   
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A cracked up glider was hit by an incoming glider during landing operations of the 1st Air Commando Force at Broadway, Burma 

Chalk number 11B was flown by glider pilot Flight Officer Marlyn O SATROM   

This glider suffered very little damage during the night landing of the 1st Air Commando Force at Broadway Field, Burma. 

Chalk number 22B was piloted by Flight Officer John E. Gotham and co Pilot Sgt George H. Cancienne  

INDEX 
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A glider of the 1st Air Commando Force crashed into a log when it landed at 

"Broadway", Burma, during the night landing operation. 

INDEX 
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Glider pilot Flight Officer Morris M BAREN of 

the 1st Air Commando Force piloted glider 

Chalk 17B and upon landing crashed into a log 

in landing zone Broadway.  Here are Flight 

Officer Baren’s memories of that day:   

After flying an hour and a half at the end of a tow 

line, I knew we were lost. Our altitude was 16,000 

feet, blackness in the middle of the night, over the 

Himalaya mountains. I knew that any second, my 

toe line was to be cut. My head felt like a wheel 

going in circles, knowing I would have to find 

myself a spot to land. Then I saw the designated 

area. I released my tow line and started to descend. 

My air speed was 130 mph because of the heavy 

load I carried. I had 16 men and a bulldozer in my 

glider. As my eyes were searching [in] the darkness, 

I saw an image in the sky which appeared to be 100 

feet tall. It was the face of my dead mother who had 

been deceased for five years, dressed in a polka dot 

silk dress that she used to wear. She had her arms 

outstretched, tears falling from her face, with an 

expression that told me she wanted to help me but 

couldn't. Then her vision disappeared. I turned to 

my copilot and said to him, ”this is it, we're 

finished.” 

With the rigid training I had in flying school, I knew 

that I would have to have a severe amount of speed 

in reserve, because as I was coming in I saw gliders 

smashed up, in all directions. As I approached the 

ground, there was a glider 50 feet in front of me I 

pulled back on the wheel, jumped over that one, saw 

another one in front of me, jumped over that one,   

saw a third glider, jumped over that one and landed. 

When I awoke, my copilot, Lafaire, was prying the 

plexiglass of my windshield which had cut into my 

throat. He informed me that we had only lost two 

men, thank God, as he himself had both legs cut off 

from the knee down. He died later that night.  

—Taken from personal papers of Morris Baren 

INDEX 
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Glider pilots of the 1st Air Commando Force delivered equipment to carve out an air filed to land C-47 with Allied 

troops.  On 10 March General Stratemeyer reported the results up to D+4 made the comment, “… Up to this hour a total of 439 

Glider and Dakota sorties have arrived at Broadway and Shangri and that ain’t hey.”   
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AWARD OF THE AIR MEDAL FOR BROADWAY 

COL, John R ALISON; Dayton Beach, FL-- chalk No: 
004 
FO, Samuel L ALTMAN; Bowling Green, FL-- chalk 
No: 0 Pilot 
2LT, Gerald L ARKFELD; Norfolk, NE-- chalk No: 0 
Pilot 
CPL, Willie J ARNOLD; , -- chalk No: 008B Co Pilot 
FO, Morris M BAREN; Spokane, WA-- chalk No: 017 
Pilot 
FO, James S BARTLETT; Lucas, KS-- chalk No: 002B 
Pilot 
SSGT, Robert BICKNELL; Friona, TX-- chalk No: 
003B Co Pilot 
FO, Neal Jellison BLUSH; Whitefish, MT-- chalk No: 
002 Pilot 
MAJ, Richard W. BOEBEL; Buffalo, NY-- Co Pilot 
CPL, Robert S BOVEY; Clarksgreen, PA 
SSGT, George H CANCIENNE; Belle Alliance, LA 
SSGT, Marion L CLAY; Lakeport, CA 
SSGT, Joseph A D'URSO; Bronx, NY 
2LT, Herbert Joseph DELANEY; Detroit, MI-- chalk 
No: 027 Pilot 
SSGT, Joseph F GAMBILL; Fort Worth, TX 
FO, Robert Charles HALL; Spokane, WA 
FO, Nimrod Freeman HANKINS; Iola, KS 
CPL, Glenn R HARSDORFF; Brazoria, TX 
SGT, Robert E HENDERSON; Lynn, MA-- chalk No: 
026B Co Pilot 
FO, Ronald Arthur HENNIG; Tekamah, NE-- Pilot 
FO, Thomas Aldwin HIGHT;  
 

FO, Charles R HON; , -- 
CPL, Donald L JOHNSON—coPilot 
FO, Howard Edward JOHNSON; , -- 
FO, Kenneth JOHNSON; , -- 
FO, Gene A KELLY; , -- 
SGT, John A KINNER—coPilot 
2LT, Richard E KUENSTLER; San Antonio, TX-- chalk 
No: 024 Pilot 
FO, Donald André LEFEVRE; Schenectady, NY-- 
chalk No: 015 Pilot 
FO, Charles Bourck LISTON; Adel, IA-- chalk No: 003 
Pilot 
CPL, Linn E MAGOFFIN—copilot, chalk No: 004 
FO, Nesbit L MARTIN; 
CPL, Edgar V MCDOWELL—coPilot 
SGT, William J MCMAHON—coPilot 
FO, Martin John MCTIGUE;  
FO, Carwin Arthur MILES; Imperial, CA 
FO, Billy MOHR;  
CPT, Weldon O MURPHY; Co Pilot 
1LT, Louis Read NEWELL; Torrington, WY 
FO, John F (P) NEWLAND; 
SGT, Estil I NIENABER—coPilot 
FO, Vernon NOLAND;  
FO, Clifford C PEDERSON; 
FO, Alvin Joseph PLOUFF;  
SGT, Cyrus C PORTER—coPilot 
CPL, Fred M PUGH—coPilot 
SGT, John J RAYNAK—coPilot 
FO, William Charles RITZINGER—Pilot  
FO, James Kenneth ROLLINS; 
2LT, Vincent J ROSE; Kenosha, WI 
CPL, Joe F SATARINO—coPilot 

Award Issued: Apr 24, 1944, GENERAL ORDER NO. 58 section II. THURSDAY 
HQ, AAF, CHINA-BURMA-INDIA, AIR MEDAL  G.O. No. 58, c.s., dated 24 April 1944, 
 

II. Awards of the Air Medal. 1. Pursuant to the authority contained in Army Regulations 600-45, War 

Department, Washington, D. C., 22 September 1943, the Air Medal is hereby awarded to the following 

named Officers and enlisted men of the * * * Air Commando Group for meritorious achievement in aerial 

flight on the night of 5 March 1944 during which exposure to enemy fire was probable and expected. 

Performing extremely hazardous double −tow operation without benefit of guide lights due to the 

proximity of the enemy, they crossed a 7,000 foot range of mountains during which they encountered haze 

conditions which continued for the remainder of the mission — approximately four to five hours — fully 

realizing the impossibility of return, regardless of conditions encountered at their destination, inasmuch 

as the tow planes were flying the maximum possible distance with such an overload. Landing in territory 

known to be patrolled by the enemy, they encountered innumerable obstructions making a successful 

landing, without crashing, very nearly impossible. In spite of hazards involved, they displayed great skill in 

the accomplishment of these landings which resulted in a minimum of casualties. After landing, they 

aided in clearing the field for subsequent glider lands, removing crashed gliders and other material and 

equipment from the field and later assisted in the construction of a landing strip suitable for transport 

aircraft — a task requiring twelve hours of completion — although their physical endurance had been 

taxed to the utmost by the strenuous nature of the flight just completed. Their successful accomplishment 

of this flight with a display of devotion to duty and a degree of efficiency above and beyond that normally 

expected reflects great credit upon themselves and upon the Army Air Forces of the United States. 

INDEX 
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FO, Marlyn O SATROM; , --Chalk B11 
FO, Sol  SCHNITZER; Port Arthur, TX--Chalk 26P 
2LT, Virgil E SCOBEY; Alliance, OH-- 
FO, Edward G SCOTT; , -- 
FO, Donald Esrey SEESE; Penn Yan, NY-- 
2LT, Robert Pershing SHARROCK; Louisville, KY-- 
FO, LeRoy Carl SHIMULUNAS; Two Rivers, WI-- Pilot 
FO, Jackson Johnson SHINKLE; Saint Louis, MO-- 
FO, Samuel F STEINMARK; , -- 

CPL, Walter C STELTER—coPilot 
1LT, William H TAYLOR; Sesser, IL—Pilot 
CPT, Donald C TULLOCH --  Co Pilot 
SGT, Charles J USEY—coPilot 
FO, Robert WAGNER; , -- 
FO, Earl C WALLER; , -- 
FO, Mainord Monroe WEAVER; , -- 
FO, Russell John WEST; , -- 
FO, Bruce WILLIAMS; , -- 

Glider pilots of the 1st Air Commando Force  
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CHOWRINGHEE 
AWARD OF THE AIR MEDAL  

FO, Robert S CHAMBERS; Frenso, CA, chalk No: 32P Co Pilot 
FO, John Leslie COOGAN; Los Angeles, CA, chalk No:  32P 
Pilot 
2LT, Robert L DOWE; Waukegan, IL-- Pilot 
LTCol, Clinton B GATY; La Jolla, CA-- Pilot 
1LT, Patrick H HADSELL; Denton, TX-- chalk No: 030P Pilot 
FO, William McKenna HEALY; New York, NY-- Pilot 
2LT, Jack U KLARR; Detroit, MI-- chalk Pilot 
FO, Edwin Herman LAVARRE; New Orleans, LA-- chalk No: 
031B Pilot 
FO, Edmond B LOPEZ; Las Cruces, NM-- chalk No: 023P Pilot 
FO, Harry Lloyd MCKAIG; San Antonio, TX-- chalk No: 029P 
Pilot 
2LT, James E SEVER; Norfolk, VA-- chalk No: 0 Pilot 
FO, Charles Bruce TURNER; Palo Pinto, TX-- chalk No: 0 Pilot 
FO, Steve Thomas UMINSKI; Malden, MA-- chalk No: 029P 
Pilot 
FO, Leo ZUK; Buffalo, NY-- chalk No: 016P Pilot  

Issued: Apr 24, 1944, GENERAL ORDER NO 58, section II, #2 CHOWRINGHEE  
HQ, AAF, CHINA-BURMA-INDIA, AIR MEDAL 
 

2. Pursuant to the authority contained in Army Regulations 600-45, War Department, 

Washington, D. C., 22 September 1943, the Air Medal is hereby awarded to the following 

named officers of the Air Commando Group for meritorious achievement in aerial flight on 

the night of 6 March 1944 during which exposure to enemy fire was probable and expected. 

With their gliders loaded with heavy engineering equipment, they flew over a 7,000 foot 

range of mountains to a point approximately 150 miles behind enemy lines where ground 

action by enemy patrols was expected. Although the area was full of large holes, skillful 

piloting on the part of this personnel brought in all gliders, but one, without injuring to 

personnel or damage to equipment. Although taxed by pilot fatigue, they assisted in the 

construction of a landing strip for transport aircraft which required another eighteen hours 

for completion. This display of a devotion to duty and a degree of efficiency above and 

beyond that normally expected reflects great credit upon these officers and upon the Army Air 

Forces of the United States. 

Flight Officer John Leslie Coogan, most famously 

known as the “child star” in the 1930  movies and Fes-

ter in the Adams Family series, led a 12 glider for-

mation  into air field Chowringhee, part of the inva-

sion of Burma.   

“THE KID” In 1944, Jackie Coogan lead a long-range 

vertical envelopment at the head of 12 gliders loaded 

with engineers and their equipment deep into the hos-

tile jungles of Burma.  

https://www.ww2gp.org/burma/Coogan_chowringhee.pdf
https://www.ww2gp.org/burma/Coogan_chowringhee.pdf
https://www.ww2gp.org/burma/Coogan_chowringhee.pdf
https://www.ww2gp.org/burma/Coogan_chowringhee.pdf
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Back row (L-R): Flight Officer Francis L. Randal; First Lieutenant Soloman Schnitzer; Flight 

Officer James S “Mickey” Bartlett; unIdentified; unidentified; unidentified; flight Officer Leo 

Zuk; First Lieutenant James E Sever; First Lieutenant Steve T. Uminmski 

Front row (L-R): Flight Officer Samuel F. Steinmark; Second Lieutenant H. J. Delaney; unidentified; 

First Lieutenant Vincent J. Rose; First Lieutenant Jackson J. Shinkle; First Lieutenant Patrick H Had-

sell; flight Officer John L. “Jackie” Coogan.   

—Names from R. D Wagner’s Any Place Any Time, Any Where Pg 53 

Flight Officer John “Jackie” Leslie COOGAN Lead glider. Guided in other gliders. 

2nd Lieutenant  James E SEVER  

Flight Officer Harry Lloyd MCKAIG  

1st Lieutenant Patrick H HADSELL    

1st Lieutenant Robert L DOWE Killed on landing 

Flight Officer Edwin Herman LAVARRE  

Flight Officer William McKenna HEALY  

Flight Officer Edmond B LOPEZ  Killed on a later mission 

2nd Lieutenant  Charles Bruce TURNER  

2nd Lieutenant  Steve Thomas UMINSKI  

1st Lieutenant  Leo ZUK  

Flight Officer Robert S CHAMBERS  

CHOWRINGHEE 
Pilot Flight order 

C is for LZ 
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Coincidental with the carrying of troops to the field at “Broadway”, Burma, was a glider invasion of another field 

known as “Chowringhee”, Burma. Here, the first glider, piloted by Jackie Coogan takes off from the field at Hailakandi, 

India.  

Chowringhee occurred on the 6th or March, 1944.  A landing strip was to be repaired and used temporarily for a few 

days to get British Gurkas and Chindits into the area.   

INDEX 
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Throughout World War II, the CG-4A was a faithful transport 

craft. Out of all the missions flown by these gliders and their 

pilots there is only one account of a CG-4A that flew, armed, 

into combat. This glider was piloted by 2nd Lieutenant 

Charles B. Turner during Operation Thursday the invasion 

of Burma. Unhappy at the prospect of meeting Japanese 

troops in the clearing at LZ CHOWRINGHEE, 2ndLt. Turner 

and fellow glider pilot F/O Harry McKaig used some G.I. in-

genuity to fix a .30cal machine gun from a B-17 into the 

windshields of their gliders. After a test-fire from McKaig's 

glider resulted in a broken windscreen, the two pilots 

worked to reinforce the screen on Turner's glider 

(Okerstrom, "Project 9: The Birth of the Air Commandos in 

World War II," p. 226).  
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Gliders and native bullock carts on the field at Chowringhee.   
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Gliders of the 1st Air Commando Force were moved to 

the edge of Chowringhee Field and displaced among 

the trees.  Burma. 

 

Immediately upon landing in a dark field F/O 

Coogan instructed his Gurkhas to the edges of 

the landing zone to set up a perimeter of the 

area where an air strip would be constructed. 

F/O Coogan ran to set out smudge pots to 

guide the other 11 gliders to the LZ... 

The last glider Chalk #12 was flown by 

Lieutenant Robert Dowe. He was carrying the 

most precious and needed cargo; a bulldozer 

and three engineers to construct the dirt 

landing strip. Dowe approached the landing 

zone but overshot it on the first pass. He did a 

graceful 180 degree turn and lined up again 

with the smudge pots on the runway. But what  

could not be seen with that  approach was a 

tree at the far end of the landing zone.  The 

nose of Lt. Dowe’s glider made a direct hit with 

the tree and all on board were killed. As the 

glider tumbled, the bulldozer went through the 

nose of the glider and was destroyed. The work 

on the air strip now had to wait for more 

engineers and equipment. F/O Coogan was 

ordered to keep his men out of sight until 

another glider could get to the LZ the next day. 

—excerpt from FLIGHT OFFICER JOHN 

“JACKIE” LESLIE COOGAN   It was noted in all 

reports that mentioned F/O Coogan that he 

was a “child star”.   

INDEX 

https://www.ww2gp.org/burma/Coogan_chowringhee.pdf
https://www.ww2gp.org/burma/Coogan_chowringhee.pdf
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ROSTER OF OFFICERS NOT YET IDENTIFIED IN A MISSION 

FO, Eugene L ADOUE, Harker Heights, TX 
FO, Fred William ALCOTT, Dallas, TX 
2LT, Morris C ALLEYNE, Jacksonville, FL 
FO, Robert Edward ALTHOFF, Arlington, TX 
FO, Leslie D BAILEY, New London, IA 
FO, George BALOG, Midway, PA 
FO, Norman Mario BOUTIN, San Francisco, CA 
FO, Ernest S BUTLER, Harrisonburg, VA 
FO, Frank R CAMPBELL, Poway, CA 
FO, Boyd M CANNON, Boston, GA 
FO, Amos B CHAMBERS, Cucamonga, CA 
FO, C Tracy COWAN, Jacksonville, FL 
FO, James A CRISMAN, Monroeville, PA 
FO, Orville L CROTHERS, Louisville, KY 
FO, Wilmer Ralph DIXON, Winter Garden, FL 
FO, Harry H ELLIS, Crossville, TN 
FO, Robert Emmett EVERETT, Shreveport, LA 
FO, Charles Edwin GALLOWAY, Tucson, AZ 
FO, Kenneth GEORGESON, Santa Ana, CA 
FO, John E GOTHAM, Northridge, CA 
FO, James F GRAGG, Carrollton, TX 
FO, Douglas Elloitt GRAY, Topsham, ME 
FO, Woodrow Wilson GRIMSLEY, Atlanta, GA 
FO, Allen HALL, Waco, TX 
FO, Robert Charles HALL, Spokane, WA 
1LT, Robert D HAM, Richmond, VA 
FO, Nimrod Freeman HANKINS, Iola, KS 
FO, Ned W HARRISON, Victoria, TX 
CPL, Glenn R HARSDORFF, Woodboro, TX 
FO, Edwin F HARTER, Lower Burrelli, PA 
FO, Edward Shirlie HERRING, Norfolk, VA 
FO, George D HESS, Naperville, IL 
UNK, Paul Bernard HIGGINS, Placentia, CA 
FO, Thomas Aldwin HIGHT, Longview, TX 
FO, Wyman Edward HOLT, Crystal City, MO 
FO, Charles R HON, Orlando, FL 
FO, Remus Gordon HOOTEN, Clinton, MO 
UNK, Richard C JAY, Denton, TX 
UNK, Don JOHNSON, San Diego, CA 

FO, Harlie B JOHNSON, Tallahassee, FL 
FO, Howard Edward JOHNSON, Rock Island, IL 
FO, Kenneth JOHNSON, Stronghurst, IL 
FO, Lloyd Francis JONES, Baraboo, WI 
FO, Stephen Paul KACEN, Bloomfield, NJ 
FO, Jack W KEISER, Lynchburg, VA 
FO, Gene A KELLY, Milwaukeee, WI 
FO, William KUBIDA, Winston-Salem, NC 
FO, Nesbit L MARTIN, Portales, NM 
FO, Donald Klor MAY, Richmond, IN 
FO, Robert Foote MCFARLAND, Camp Hill, PA 
FO, Martin John MCTIGUE, Leechburg, PA 
FO, Jadie M MIMS, Jacksonville, FL 
FO, Billy MOHR, Roseburg, OR 
FO, Albert LeRoy MOTT, Kankakee, IL  
FO, Earl Edward NELSON, Sun City, FL 
1LT, Louis Read NEWELL, Torrington, WY 
FO, John F (P) NEWLAND, Bellevue, WA 
2LT, Carwin A NLLES, , 
FO, Vernon NOLAND, Port Neches, TX 
FO, Randolph Ancel NUNNERY, Baker, LA 
FO, Julius Anthony OWEN, Nashville, TN 
FO, Jim PATTERSON, Independence, KS 
FO, Clifford C PEDERSON, Arcadia, CA 
FO, James V PIZIO, Syracuse, NY 
FO, Alvin Joseph PLOUFF, Denver, CO 
FO, George C POLOVICH, Goodelle, MI 
FO, Marshall B POTTS, La Puente, CA 
FO, William John PRAYNE, Camden, NJ 
FO, John Huddleson PRICE, Midvale, OH 
FO, Luther D PURSLEY, Hawthorne, NJ 
FO, Norman Herman RAMBOW, Millwood, WA 
FO, Renton R RECTOR, Tryon, NC 
FO, Joseph F REVELLI, Winter Park, FL 
FO, William Charles RITZINGER, Chippewa Falls, 
WI 
FO, Paul Swain ROBERTS, Tulsa, OK 
FO, James Kenneth ROLLINS, Nadill, OK 
2LT, Vincent J ROSE, Kenosha, WI 

The following Officers were involved in the Burma campaign.  Some flew L-5s to evacuate wound-

ed as well as many of the CBI glider missions.  We are still researching to add each one into the 

missions they flew.  This is a long hard process. If you have information on these officers actions 

during the campaign please contact our editor.   

FO, RevEdgar R ROSEN, Waynesboro, VA 
FO, Eugene Louis RUIZ, Vallejo, CA 
FO, Marlyn O SATROM, Indianapolis, IN 
1LT, Hugo P SCHEUERMAN, Linwood, NJ 
FO, Sol Sol SCHNITZER, San Antonio, TX 
FO, John L SCIEZ, St. Louis, MO 
2LT, Virgil E SCOBEY, Wooster, OH 
FO, Edward G SCOTT, Merritt Island, FL 
FO, Neill Lafayette SCOTT, Las Vegas, NV 
FO, Donald Esrey SEESE, Saint Louis, MO 
2LT, Robert Pershing SHARROCK, Louisvlle, 
KY 
FO, Troy C SHAW, Lafayette, LA 
UNK, A Francis SHEA, Williamsburg, MA 
FO, Jackson Johnson SHINKLE, St. Louis, 
MO 
FO, Jack M SHIPMAN, Gresham, OR 
2LT, Charles D SKELTON, Montgomery, AL 
FO, Walter M STEINKE, , 
FO, Samuel F STEINMARK, Dencer, CO 
1LT, Watson A SUDDATH, Vicksburg, MS 
FO, James W TATE, Drakesville, KY 
FO, Paul S VANVALKENBURG, Lake Havasu 
Cty, AZ 
FO, James Dewitt VAUGHN, Glendale, AZ  
FO, Robert WAGNER, Norwalk, CT  
FO, Earl C WALLER, Blue River, WI 
FO, Edwin Cornelius WALTON, Augusta, 
GA 
2LT, George Brent WARREN, , 
FO, Mainord Monroe WEAVER, Kalama-
zoo, MI 
FO, David Lee WELLS, Shelton, WA 
2LT, Kenneth L WELLS, Hays, KS 
FO, Russell John WEST, Ft. Worth, TX 
FO, Bruce WILLIAMS, Palmyra, PA 
FO, Robert E WOLFENSPERGER, Modesto, 
CA 
FO, Jack Dempsey YATES, Kingsport, TN  

INDEX 
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Role of Honor for Burma 

 
2LT, Robert L DOWE, Waukegan, IL Died March 6, 1944 

Killed landing glider. Over shot the landing field and hit a tree trunk that was not visible due to the dark 
jungle and the light from the smudge pot that did not light up the area beyond the LZ. He was carrying a 
bulldozer. Need to research copilot.  

FO, Howard Edward JOHNSON, Rock Island, IL MIA March 5, 1944 

Flight Officer Howard E. Johnson entered the U.S. Army Air Forces from Illinois and served in the 1st Air 
Commando Group. On March 5, 1944, he piloted a cargo glider during the airborne invasion of Burma. F/
O Johnson departed Lalaghat, India, being towed by a C-47 Skytrain. Somewhere over northern Burma, 
the tow rope broke, and the pilot of the C-47 lost sight of the glider. F/O Johnson was not seen or heard 
from again. He has not been associated with any remains recovered from the area after the war and is still 
unaccounted-for. Today, Flight Officer Johnson is memorialized on the Walls of the Missing at the Manila 
American Cemetery in the Philippines. 

Based on all information available, DPAA assessed the individual's case to be in the analytical category of 
Active Pursuit.  --Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency  

FO, Donald André LEFEVRE, Troy, NY Killed May  9, 1944   and  FO, Hadley Dwinell BALDWIN, 
Lisbon, ND May  8, 1944 

BURMA - Building a jungle air strip for the Chindits, 10 May 1944 

Was killed piloting a glider into “Clydeside” a strip which could never be secured and was lost 3 days after the ini-
tial landing so his body was never recovered. He was flying a load of gasoline for the engineer equipment which was 
to build the sir strip. He went down in flames on his final approach but still in Japanese held territory. It was his last 
mission in May 44 before rotating Stateside .   

British troops rushed out of the jungle to give us a hand - landing gear washed out, wing collapsed, we had overrun 
the field knocking out a few bunds. No casualties - all ropes held, the dozer never moved an inch. The next gliders 
landed in adjoining paddy fields - washing out their landing gear - and never touching the "strip"! The glider that 
nosed in, killing both pilots [1LT Donald A. Lefevre and FO Hadley D. Baldwin], contained Pf'c Fisher and Love-
lace - both injured - and the glider, completely demolished. 
From World War II Today, https://ww2today.com/10-may-1944-building-a-jungle-airstrip-for-the-chindits 

FO, Charles Bourck LISTON, Long Beach, CA Killed April 2, 1944   

National Archives Missing Air Crew Report that acknowledges his glider went down with fellow 1ACG 
personnel MSgt Hart and Cpl Yackie on Mar 6, 1944 over the Chindwin River Area, Burma.  MI-
A03/06/1943 Died in POW camp 4/2/1944 His remains were being flown home when plane crashed in the 
Bay of Benga May 16/1946l 

FO, Edmond B LOPEZ, Las Cruces, NM  May 4, 1944  

 

Needs research. May have been shot down will landing at My 

  
 

INDEX 

https://www.ww2gp.org/roh/timeline_roh.php?getveteran=5184
https://www.ww2gp.org/roh/timeline_roh.php?getveteran=3196
https://www.ww2gp.org/roh/timeline_roh.php?getveteran=5247
https://www.ww2gp.org/roh/timeline_roh.php?getveteran=5137
https://www.ww2gp.org/roh/timeline_roh.php?getveteran=5137
https://www.ww2gp.org/roh/timeline_roh.php?getveteran=4814
https://www.ww2gp.org/roh/timeline_roh.php?getveteran=3194
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FO, Martin John MCTIGUE, Leechburg, PA March 8, 1944 

Flight Officer Martin J. McTigue entered the U.S. Army Air Forces from Pennsylvania and served in the 
1st Air Commando Group. On March 5, 1944, he piloted a cargo glider during the airborne invasion of 
Burma. F/O McTigue departed Lalaghat, India, being towed by a C-47 Skytrain. Somewhere over northern 
Burma, the tow rope broke, and the pilot of the C-47 lost sight of the glider. F/O McTigue has not been 
associated with any remains recovered from the area after the war and is still unaccounted-for. Today, 
Flight Officer McTigue is memorialized on the Walls of the Missing at the Manila American Cemetery in 
the Philippines. Based on all information available, DPAA assessed the individual's case to be in the ana-

lytical category of Active Pursuit. --Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency  

 
FO, George C POLOVICH, Goodelle, MI  February 14, 1945 

14 February 1945 a C-47 of the 318th TCS on a resupply mission crashed into a mountain in the 
Philippines killing all aboard.   

FO, William Charles RITZINGER, Chippewa Falls, WI March 6, 1944 
According to Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency  FO Ritzinger is “unaccounded for”.   

 
2LT, Robert Pershing SHARROCK, Louisvlle, KY March 5, 1944 
According to Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency  2nd Lt. Sharrock is “unaccounded for”.  Glider 
Crashed on landing everyone killed.   
 

FO, LeRoy Carl SHIMULUNAS, Two Rivers, WI March 6, 1944 
       Shot by Japanese troops 
 
FO, David Lee WELLS, Shelton, WA March 1, 1944 
Believe Wells was killed in reconnaissance glider mission into Burma prior to the invasion.  Needs 
research still.   

FO, Jack Dempsey YATES, Kingsport, TN February 14, 1945 
 14 February 1945 a C-47 of the 318th TCS on a resupply mission crashed into a mountain in the 
Philippines killing all aboard.   

INDEX 

https://ww2gp.org/roh/timeline_roh.php?getveteran=4853
https://www.ww2gp.org/roh/timeline_roh.php?getveteran=5298
https://www.ww2gp.org/roh/timeline_roh.php?getveteran=5302
https://www.ww2gp.org/roh/timeline_roh.php?getveteran=4965
https://www.ww2gp.org/roh/timeline_roh.php?getveteran=6638
https://www.ww2gp.org/gpBriefing/articles/Shimulunas.pdf
https://www.ww2gp.org/roh/timeline_roh.php?getveteran=5335
https://www.ww2gp.org/roh/timeline_roh.php?getveteran=5341
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Burma  

Flight Officer Leroy SHIMULUNAS (KIA)—From the 

Jungles 

Locating Flight Officer Robert Charles HALL (POW)

—from the Jungles 

First Glider Behind Enemy Lines  

The Beginning of Special Operations  

Editors’ notes:  

 The use of the title 1st Air Commando was bestowed on the 5318 Provisional Air Unit by the British after the inva-

sion of Burma.  The 5318 PAU was too complicated a title.    

 Because Burma was a British operation the American historical diaries for Burma used the British terms for the C-

47 “Dakota” and the CG-4A glider “Hadrian.”  

 According to the crew list for Operation Thursday, the chalk numbers assigned to Broadway comprise a combina-

tion of #P and #B. P originally stood for Piccadilly and B Broadway.  Due to the discovery of sabotage in Piccadilly 

and the subsequent last-minute cancellation of that mission, the crew lists available to our researchers lack specific-

ity and accuracy. Originally designated for Piccadilly, chalk numbers ending with a P were not redefined after the 

cancellation. Consequently chalks numbers ending in P were reassigned to either Broadway or Chowringhee. 

 In Baron's memoir recounting his Broadway experience, he mentioned 1st Lt Donald André LEFEVRE as his co-

pilot. However, discrepancies often arise in memoirs, and in this case, it has been established that LeFevre was not 

Baron's co-pilot. One contributing factor was that LeFevre piloted his own glider. Additionally, a source of confusion 

may stem from the fact that both LeFevre and Hadley Dwinell BALDWIN lost their lives two months later during the 

"Clydesdale" mission while attempting to seize an airfield from the Japanese. Their glider, laden with fuel, caught 

fire over the mountains, resulting in both men burning inside the glider as it crashed into the jungle covering the 

mountains. 

 

The Defense for MIA/POW, along with collaboration from the American Monument and Burial Commission, sup-

ports this information. To avoid confusion, LeFevre's name was omitted from the memoir. The files for Burma lack 

complete information on co-pilots, prompting ongoing research to identify Baron's actual co-pilot. 

 Gurkhas were infantry troops known for their valor in conventional warfare, the Chindits were a specialized unit en-

gaged in unconventional, behind-the-lines operations in the challenging terrain of Burma. Both played important 

roles in the overall Allied effort in the Burma Campaign during World War II.  

  CG-4A specifications for the number of men to be carried in the glider were 15 men. Two pilots and twelve men on 

benches (six benches of three men on a bench) and one man in a jump seat nearer the tail. In reports for Burma of 

the number of men in the CG-4A gliders ranged from 16 to 18 men.  These men were also over loaded with ammu-

nition that they added without the knowledge of the pilots. This overloading caused tow ropes to break over the 

mountains at altitudes ranging from 7,000 to 9,000 feet. No seat belts were worn. For those who made it to Broad-

way no one was killed or wounded by the enemy. Considering the landing situation and the size of the operation not 

that many men were killed. However, there were overwhelming numbers wounded that, pointed out by the medical 

staff, would not have been wounded had they had their seatbelts on (probably not enough seatbelts so no one wore 

them).  

 

Additional reading 
 

Flight Officer John “Jackie” Leslie COOGAN  

[Chowringhee) 

Glider Retrieval by Jungle Moonlight 

Tim Bailey JUNGLE RESCUE (video) 

The Snatch Process 

Compilation of articles 

The Flying Mules of the CBI 
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https://www.ww2gp.org/gpBriefing/articles/Shimulunas.pdf
https://ww2gp.org/burma/POWHall.pdf
https://ww2gp.org/burma/POWHall.pdf
https://www.ww2gp.org/burma/1st_glider_price.php
https://www.ww2gp.org/burma/cochran.php
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https://ww2gp.org/burma/FlyingMulesCBI.pdf
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troop carrier movement 
“Keep Mobile!”  See you next quarter! 

DONATE  

JOIN OUR ASSOCIATION AND HELP PRESERVE TROOP CARRIER 

AND COMBAT GLIDER HISTORY 

 

Cover photo:  The cover photo depicts General Wingate, Colonel Alison, and Colonel Cochran examining photo reconnaissance 
results of LZ PICADILLY moments prior to the original departure of THURSDAY’s first wave.  

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, 

or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher. For permission requests contact the National WWII Glider 

Pilots Committee, in writing.  September 2022 

80TH ANNIVERSARY OF 

NORMANDY NEXT! 

L—R 

Lt, May  Adjutant to Brigadier General Pratt;  BGen Pratt; Major Murphy, pilot; Lt. John Butler, co-pilot.  
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